Severe massive pulmonary thromboembolism: a case reinforcing the crucial role of point-of-care ultrasound in emergency settings.
Patients with high-risk pulmonary embolism (PE) have a significant mortality rate, and thus a timely diagnosis and early treatment are essential to improve outcomes. Since these groups of patients are often too ill to be transferred to the radiology department to perform a chest computed tomography angiography, offering a feasible, reliable and bedside diagnostic tool may be desirable in this setting. We report the case of a middle-aged woman presenting to the emergency department with shock who was diagnosed with massive pulmonary embolism based on point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS). We are hereby discussing the usefulness of POCUS in this subset of PE patients, highlighting the importance of considering ultrasound as a first-line diagnostic (and monitoring) tool for each patient with suspicion of massive PE.